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WHAT INTELLIGENCE?

Blieorimines R

As my readers know, T waste my timo
shamelessly and incorrigibly on poiitical

suspense novels. A year or two ago I

read one that seemed a bit amateurish
and clumsy but held me all the way
through, '
It was “The Rope Dancer,” by Vietor
Marchett], and it was a hair-raising ae-
count of double-spy shenanigans inside

. the CIA. What made it the more hair-

-raising was that AMarchetti had been a

“when  you

middle level employe of that mystery

. ageney, and the publishers more than
¢ Implicd that he knew what he was talk-
< ing about.

Since the characters who gerved as the
main foil to the hero was the Director
of the CTA, and since he twrned out to
be a Soviet spy, you rubbad vouwr eyes
got through, and asiwd,
“What goes on here?” There wera fow
wickednesses in the calendar of political
sing that the CIA in the story didn't
practice,
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Tho Director-Spy, = slippery bureays

cratic smoothy, could have been meant’

;&5 a portrait of the actual Director, I
“hnew Richard Helins very sligbtly, al-

though I might have kuown him bottor
if he had not harely eseaped being miy
student at Williams College,

It Wwas finpossible for me to picture
him in the rele Marchettl hod assipned
to his Director, But so much clse {n the
novel scemcd authentie that the wild
Possibilily mizht never quite get out of
the addled and credulous noodle of the

Lsuspense reader,
o
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Now Helms Is out, having been re-
vouted as Ambassador (o Iran, and the
new Director—James Schlesinger—is an
alumnus not of Williams but of the hard
college that Richard Nixon runs for his
White House assistants.

And Marchetti? Poor Marchetti is all *

strapped up like a mummy in a legal
strait jacket, and can’t get out to write
another suspense novel without submit-
tirg it to his former cmployers for
clearance. Ien AleCormick, editor at
Doubleday, has written feclingly about
his plight. .

It seerns that when Marchetti gof, into

the CIA labyrinth he toolt monastic’

vows, if not for poverty then at lcast

for literary chastity and ohedienee, Now -

the {ederal courts won't let him out of
the agreement he signed so unwarily 15
years ago, and the Supreme Court has
refused to review their decision.

So theve he is, unable Lo mine his past,
because the federal courts see no erucial
First Amoendment freedoms involved in
the case of sceret intelligence. Evidenlly
once you have signed away your literary
freedom as a spy, 1t stays signed away.
An ex-novelist will have no trouble be-
coming a spy, end may cven find it a
familiar metior; but an ex-spy can't be-
come a novelist without keeping the
Agency as editor and consor,

Maybe Harchetti is lucky at that, Tn
every political suspense story I have
read a really high class spy can't resign
from his profession: he Imows too much
that isn't healthy to know.

The British writers have two ways of

disposing of thelr ex-sples. Either they
betray and kill them when they come in
out of the cold, o, else they send them
~off into the embraces of a mistress.

As for myself I recognize that an im-
perial republic must have a spy set-up.
I don't know how good the American
sct-up is: prohably not as good, man
for man, dollar for dollar, as the Israeli
or the Chinese. .

But there are three things that dis-
may me about it. One is ils cost, which
is staggering, although just how stag-
gering it is only a few people know,
because to reveal it would reveal too
much, - : E

A second Is the taboos we throw
around it, on secrecy and controls. Even
the courts, ay the Marchetti case shows,
give it a wide berth, Only the President
doesu't, as witness My, Nixon's changing
of the guard at the CIA becausce--so
the Washington scuttlebut gocs—Richard
Helms showed more independence than
the President thought appropriate.

i “* *

'The third is semantie, 3t Is a curious
fact that the word “Intelligence,” in
American governmental agencies, ap-
plies only to secret intelligence ahout
foreign countries, to help us in the
strategies we apply to them in war and
peace, And all the time what we need
badly is a different kind of intelligence
-—-the knowledge of what strategies to
use in approaching our own knottiest
problems——group tensions, addiction,
crime, prison management, mental dis-
cases, alienation,

I can't pretend {o preseribe for our

cspionage  cstablishment, But T have
some notions—which I shall set down In
my next plecé — of whal W ¢ari ds 1o
garner ihe Dest intelligence we ean for-
ret out on our domestic ills and
strategles.
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